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AIMS

Individual and group members of the ACA have agreed the following basic principles:

•	The recognition of a common interest in all proposed road schemes along the 'corridor' from Southampton to Bristol [and M4 to Poole].   Road construction at any point in the corridor increases pressure for further works at every other point.

•	No ACA campaigning group in the corridor shall lobby for, or agree to, any proposed scheme that adversely affects the environment at any other place in the corridor.   All participant groups, during consultation or inquiry processes, undertake to press the promoting authorities to consider the environmental impact, not just of the individual schemes, but of the complete corridor plan of which they form part.

•	The ACA opposes any DfT [or Wiltshire Council] agenda, whether overt or covert, to upgrade the A36 [or A350] to a motorway or other high-speed, high capacity trunk road.   The ACA shall lobby for a policy of road traffic restraint along the whole corridor, and will oppose any scheme that increases the traffic attractiveness of the corridor, including road schemes outside the corridor itself.

•	The ACA shall lobby for control of existing traffic-induced environmental problems, by methods that do not draw more traffic into the corridor, or that may even deter it.   Such means will include traffic calming measures and policies to encourage modal transfer.   The Southampton-Bristol corridor already has a complete railway link.  ACA will lobby for maintenance and improvement of this line and its services, and will press for the provision of complementary measures for affordable and accessible public transport and for the safety and mobility of pedestrians and cyclists.

•	It is recognised that no single local campaign is likely to stop the realisation of the DfT's [or Wiltshire’s] road objectives.   Members of ACA undertake to coordinate their activities, offering support to all other members at whatever stage their individual campaigns may be.   ACA will also seek to anticipate schemes on [undeclared maps of the area] and raise awareness in communities that have yet to be openly threatened.

•	ACA is set up with the specific aim of resisting traffic growth along the A36 [and A350] corridors.   It does not, however, advocate the diversion of traffic to other corridors and, where possible, will support and liaise with other corridor groups with similar aims.
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