
 

 

Stop the Incinerator - Action needed now 

Despite its declared intention to make Wiltshire carbon neutral by 2030, Wiltshire Council is 

about to consider a planning application to build a huge new waste incinerator in Westbury. 

Action is needed right now to stop this going ahead, and WCA is urging all its members to 

write to both the Environment Agency and their local Wiltshire Councillors to oppose it. 

The Environment Agency is responsible for licensing the proposed plant, but is limited by 

law in the conditions it is able to impose on any operating licence. In regard to atmospheric 

emissions, it has no powers to limit CO2 (carbon dioxide) emissions, which are the principal 

cause of climate change. Nor does it have any power to limit emissions of tiny micro-

particles smaller than 2.5 microns in diameter. (A micron is one millionth of a metre, and 

particles below 2.5 microns are the most dangerous to human health). 

Wiltshire Council is responsible for considering everything which the EA does not or cannot 

take into account (including both micro-particles and CO2), and has a responsibility to 

safeguard the health of its residents. Only the council can actually turn down the proposal: the 

EA can only impose conditions on the licence, or delay issuing a licence until it is satisfied 

with the amount and accuracy of the information supplied to it by the proposer. 

The EA is currently conducting a public consultation on the licence application, which 

closes on January 22nd. Details of this can be found on our website 

https://www.wiltshireclimatealliance.org.uk/westbury-incinerator, together with a very useful 

paper by WCA activist Stephen Eades which explains the air pollution issues in detail. 

Wiltshire Council's next meeting of its Strategic Planning Committee will be on January 

26th. This meeting could consider the planning application, even though the EA will have 

had no time to produce its report, or it might be deferred to a later date. To prevent it being 

pushed through without proper consideration, we need to put the maximum pressure on all 

our councillors before January 26th. 

Letters or emails to your councillors or to the EA should be personal, explaining why you are 

opposing the plan or are worried about it. All the issues in Stephen's paper can, and probably 

should, be referred to, but there are a number of other important issues which can be 

mentioned, and any letter is likely to be more effective if it is clearly personal, rather than 

appearing to be a cut-and-paste mass lobbying job. Other points which can be made include 

the following: 

When Wiltshire Councillors have considered similar applications in the past, they were 

wrongly informed by planning officers that they should not consider emissions as that was 

covered by the EA licensing. This is incorrect: they have to consider emissions (including 

micro-particles and CO2) which the EA has no power to regulate, and their effects on human 

health and the environment. 

Increasing CO2 emissions is directly contrary to the 2015 Paris Accord on Climate Change, a 

binding international treaty which is likely to be further strengthened at the COP 26 meeting 



due to be held in Glasgow in November. It is also directly contrary to the UK Government's 

policy of reducing CO2 emissions to zero by 2050, and the council's own policy of doing so 

by 2030. The independent report commissioned by Wiltshire Council from Exeter University 

shows that the proposers, NREL, have under-estimated the CO2 emissions from the plant by 

250%, and that these will amount to 15% of all Wiltshire's current emissions. Allowing this 

plant will build in this level of emissions every year for the next 30 to 50 years. 

However well other pollutants may or may not be removed from emissions, all incineration 

produces CO2, and this must be avoided wherever possible to reduce the effects of climate 

change. 

Wiltshire Council have a duty to ensure that waste disposal in Wiltshire conforms to the 

Waste Hierarchy, so that waste is minimised, and the maximum possible proportion of waste 

material is recycled before incineration is even considered as a possible disposal route. 

NREL's proposal does not do this, and the economic viability of the plant relies on a large 

throughput, which is therefore likely to result in diversion of waste from recycling to 

incineration. The economics of the plant will also rely on the importation of additional 

commercial waste from outside Wiltshire, with no measures in place to ensure that this 

waste-stream also complies with the Waste Hierarchy principles. 

The importation of waste for incineration from outside the county will result in additional 

lorry movements, leading to increased congestion on roads throughout the county and 

increased air pollution as a result. 

There is already a surplus of incinerator capacity in the UK, so a new incinerator in Wiltshire 

is unnecessary. 

The model relied upon by NREL to estimate waste plume grounding is inappropriate, as it 

fails to consider 95% of days in the year when the plume is not visible, and is based on 

observations of weather conditions at Lyneham, which is 20 miles away and is a level site at 

a high elevation, whereas Westbury is in a valley under the White Horse escarpment, so 

conditions are entirely different. 

The recent Kissi-Debra coroner's court verdict in South London established a legal precedent 

of a child's death being directly due to air pollution, for which the local authority was to 

blame. Wiltshire Councillors should be especially wary of allowing developments which will 

add directly to air pollution in the local environment. 

This is not just an issue for Westbry residents, as it concerns waste from all over Wiltshire, so 

all Wiltshire Councillors need to be concerned on behalf of their electors. 

PLEASE READ STEPHEN EADES' PAPER, AND THE TABLE (INCLUDED IN OUR 

LAST NEWSLETTER AND IN THE EA DOCUMENTS) SHOWING WHICH ISSUES 

ARE FOR THE COUNCIL AND WHICH FOR THE EA, AND GET WRITING TO BOTH 

THE EA AND YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS. THIS IS URGENT, AND THERE IS 

NO TIME FOR DELAY. 

Brig Oubridge (for Wiltshire Climate Alliance, Waste & Recycling Group) 

 


